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(continued from p. 277) 


ever briefer sojourns, and con- 
sequently of ever more ephemeral 
communities and ever more casual 
human relationships. Vance Pack- 
ard’s account of the circumstances, 
causes, and effects of our modern no- 
madism represents a study of the 
community implications of that per- 
sonal rootlessness and alienation 
which have been main themes of his 
earlier writings. His extensive data 
and balanced interpretations consti- 
tute a persuasive argument for man’s 
need of roots and for the peri- 
lousness of economies and ideologies 
that disregard that need. The book is 
also a useful reminder of the comple- 
mentary relationship between socio- 
logical and psychological findings, 
and of the artificiality of academic 
boundaries that separate these two 
areas of investigation. 
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